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Board Candidate Nominations
Filing Deadline: May 28

2026 Nominations Committee
The Nominations Committee will meet at the cooperative’s headquarters to submit the names of qualified director candidates. 
Members interested in submitting a name for consideration, or who would like to run for a board seat themselves, must notify 

a Nominations Committee member from their district by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 28.

District I	 Dan Joachimsthaler	 88 Timberwood Lane	 Collinsville, IL 62234	 618-979-5690
	 Dennis Petry	 8201 West Kirsch Road	 Troy, IL 62294	 618-667-6868
	 Brad Staub	 10579 Silver Creek Rd	 New Douglas, 62074	 618-560-8321

District II	 Rick DeAngelo	 1546 Dorris Creek Rd	 Donnellson, IL 62019	 618-339-2538
	 Rick Hilliard	 1316 Spring Drive	 Greenville, IL 62246	 618-882-8360
	 Nick Reisner 	 805 Shoal Creek Road	 Greenville, IL 62246	 618-954-2987

District III	 Tony Koberlein	 2098 N 2200 St	 St. Elmo, IL 62458	 618-292-6952
	 Joe Lawson	 274 E 1700 Ave	 Vandalia, IL 62471	 618-780-3731
	 Gordon Moore	 1946 N 725 St	 Vandalia, IL 62471	 314-679-6601

As a not-for-profit coopera-
tive, Southwestern Electric 
is both owned and governed 
by its members — the con-

sumers who receive their electricity from 
the co-op. A board of directors, consist-
ing of nine members democratically 
elected by their peers, is responsible 
for overseeing the general direction and 
financial stability of the organization.

The cooperative’s service territory is 
divided into three voting districts. Three 
of the nine board seats — one per voting 
district — are open for election each 
year. District I encompasses the co-op’s 
territory in Macoupin, Madison and St. 
Clair counties; District II includes Bond, 
Clinton and Montgomery counties; and 
District III covers Clay, Effingham, 
Fayette, Marion and Shelby counties. 
The three directors whose terms expire 
in 2026 are Marvin Warner in District I, 
Brad Lurkins in District II, and Annette 
Hartlieb in District III. 

The names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of the 2026 Nominations 
Committee are listed below. Any 
Southwestern Electric member inter-
ested in running for a seat on the board, 

or who would like to submit another 
member’s name for consideration, must 
notify a Nominations Committee mem-
ber from the appropriate district prior to 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 28. 

If the nomination deadline is missed, 
members may also file for candidacy 
by petition. Such a petition, bearing 
the names, addresses and signatures 
of at least 15 Southwestern Electric 

Cooperative members, must be filed at 
the co-op’s headquarters by Monday, 
June 29. Any candidate who doesn’t file 
by June 29, 2026 will not be eligible to 
run for election until 2027.

All members 18 years of age or older 
and in good financial standing with the 
co-op are eligible to serve on the board 
of directors, so long as they meet the 
qualifications set forth in Section 5(B) of 
the bylaws. The relevant sections of the 
cooperative’s bylaws are reprinted on the 
next page for your reference. 

The results of the 2026 board elec-
tion will be announced at Southwestern 
Electric’s 88th Annual Meeting of 
Members, which will take place on 
Saturday, September 12. Each director 
will be elected to serve a three-year term 
beginning on September 12 and ending 
on the date of the 2029 Annual Meeting.

Questions about board service and the 
election process should be directed to 
Manager of Member Services Brooke 
Scott. You can reach her at (800) 637-
8667 or by email at community@sweci.
com.

Any Southwestern 
Electric member 
interested in running 
for a seat on the 
board, or who would 
like to submit another 
member’s name for 
consideration, must 
notify a Nominations 
Committee member 
from the appropriate 
district prior to 4:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 28.
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Candidates for the Board of Directors: 
Qualification & Nomination Guidelines
Section 5 (B): Qualifications 
To be eligible to become or remain a Director of the Cooperative, 
such person:   

1.	 Shall not be a Close Relative of an incumbent Director;

2.	 Shall not be an employee or agent of the Cooperative;

3.	 Shall not be, directly or indirectly, employed by or financially in-
terested in a competing enterprise, business selling electric energy 
or supplies to the Cooperative, or a business primarily engaged in 
selling electrical or plumbing appliances, fixtures or supplies to, 
among others, the Members of the Cooperative;

4.	 Shall not be, directly or indirectly, interested in any contract, 
permit, franchise or other similar agreement or authorization to 
which the Cooperative is or may be a party;

5.	 Shall be a Member in good standing with the Cooperative and 
receiving energy or service from the Cooperative at his primary 
place of abode;

6.	 Shall be a Natural Person;

7.	 Shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age; provided, however, 
that a duly elected officer or duly appointed agent of any Member 
which is not a Natural Person shall be exempt from the qualifica-
tions stated in Section 5(B)(6) and Section 5(B)(7) if such Member 
is in good standing with the Cooperative and receiving energy or 
service from the Cooperative.

Section 4 (D): Election of Directors
At each annual meeting of the Members of the Cooperative, 
Directors shall be elected by secret written ballot cast (except as 
otherwise provided in this section) by the Members present at 
such annual meeting and qualified to vote under the terms and 
conditions of the Bylaws. Such election shall be conducted as 
follows:

1.  Appointment of Nominations Committee: The Board of 
Directors shall appoint, not less than one hundred fifteen (115) nor 
more than one hundred forty-five (145) days prior to the date of the 
annual meeting of the Members of the Cooperative, a Nominations 
Committee which shall consist of nine (9) Natural Persons, three 
from each Directorate District. Members of the Nominations 
Committee shall not be employees, agents, officers, or Directors 
of the Cooperative, shall not be known candidates for Director, 
and shall not be Close Relatives of employees, agents, officers, 
Directors of the Cooperative, or known candidates for Director.

2.  Candidates Nominated by Nominations Committee: On or 
before eighty-five (85) days prior to the annual meeting of the 
Members of the Cooperative, the Nominations Committee shall:
	 a. Nominate as many Natural Persons who meet the 		
		  qualifications stated in Section 5B of these Bylaws as
		  the Nominating Committee deems desirable to be
		  candidates for election to the Board of Directors; and,
	 b. Post a list of the names of such Natural Persons so 
		  nominated by the Nominations Committee at the 
		  principal place of business of the Cooperative.

3.  Candidates Nominated by Petition: In addition to those 
candidates named by the Nominations Committee, any fifteen 
(15) or more Members of the Cooperative may nominate such 
other Natural Persons as candidates for election to the Board 
of Directors by filing with the Secretary of the Cooperative not 
less than seventy-five (75) days prior to the annual meeting of 
the Members of the Cooperative a written petition bearing the 
signatures, names and addresses of at least fifteen Members 
of the Cooperative nominating such other Natural Persons as 
candidates for election to the Board of Directors and listing the 
candidate’s name, address, age, and telephone number. The 
Secretary of the Cooperative shall post such petition at the 
principal places of business of the Cooperative where the list of 
nominations made by the Nominations Committee was posted.  

4.  Notice to Members of Nomination of Candidates: The Secretary 
of the Cooperative shall mail or cause to be mailed to the Members 
notice of the annual meeting of the Members of the Cooperative at 
least fifteen (15) days but not more than sixty (60) days before the 
date of said annual meeting a statement of the names, addresses, 
ages, and telephone numbers of all candidates nominated for 
election to the Board of Directors. Such statement shall identify the 
Directorate District to which such candidate may be elected, and 
such statement shall identify which candidates were nominated 
by the Nominations Committee and which candidates were 
nominated by petition filed by Members of the Cooperative.

VOTING OPTIONS
Absentee: at the cooperative’s headquarters (525 US 
Route 40, Greenville) Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 
August 28 - September 11. (excluding Labor Day).

In Person: Members may vote for board candidates 
during Southwestern Electric Cooperative’s 88th Annual 
Meeting of Members, Saturday, September 12, at The 
American Farm Heritage Museum in Greenville.

CATEGORIES OF ACTIVE
MEMBERSHIP
Individual Residential: One name is listed on the ac-
count, and only this individual is entitled to voting rights.

Joint Residential: Two names are listed on the account, 
but only one of them may vote in a given election.

Commercial: The name of the business is listed on the 
account, and one duly appointed officer or agent may 
vote in a given election.


